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57 ABSTRACT

An optical cable comprises a coated optical fiber having an
optical fiber which includes a core made of glass and a clad-
ding surrounding the core and a jacket made of a thermoplas-
tic resin. The jacket is directly covering the coated optical
fiber while in close contact therewith. In the optical cable, the
optical fiber has the highest modulus of elasticity in materials
constituting the optical cable, a glass diameter of the optical
fiber is at least 30 um but not more than 200 pm while being
5% or less of a cable diameter of the optical cable, and a
distortion occurring in the optical fiber when bending the
optical cable by 180° is 6% or less.

10 Claims, 4 Drawing Sheets
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1
OPTICAL CABLE

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to an optical cable and, in
particular, to an optical cable of a tight structure in which a
jacket is brought into close contact with a coated optical fiber
without a tension member.

2. Related Background Art

For example, as disclosed in Japanese Patent Application
Laid-Open No. 2012-014101, optical cables in which an opti-
cal fiber having a cladding made of a plastic is surrounded by
a reinforcement material (such as an aramid fiber) whose
periphery is covered with a jacket made of PVC, a fluorine
resin (PTFE, ETFE, or PFA), a polyolefin resin (EVA), or the
like have been used in the field of optical communications. An
optical cable in which a ribbon fiber of optical fibers is cov-
ered with a hard resin coat in close contact therewith has also
beenknown as disclosed in Japanese Patent Application Laid-
Open No. H10-115755.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Inexpensive optical cables (optical cords) having appropri-
ate mechanical characteristics have been in demand in the
field of connecting among electric home appliances such as
personal computers and TV where children and the like who
have not used optical fibers before may handle optical cables.

In one aspect, the present invention relates to an optical
cable. The optical cable comprises a coated optical fiber hav-
ing an optical fiber which includes a core made of glass and a
cladding surrounding the core and a jacket made of a thermo-
plastic resin, the jacket directly covering the coated optical
fiber while in close contact therewith. In the optical cable, the
optical fiber has the highest modulus of elasticity in materials
constituting the optical cable, a glass diameter of the optical
fiber being at least 30 pm but not more than 200 um while
being 5% or less of a cable diameter of the optical cable. A
distortion occurring in the optical fiber when bending the
optical cable by 180° is 6% or less.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a sectional view illustrating the structure of the
optical cable in accordance with an embodiment;

FIG. 2 is a diagram illustrating a cross-sectional structural
example of a ribbon optical fiber;

FIG. 3 is a chart listing structures and evaluation results of
optical cables of examples; and

FIG. 4 is a chart listing structures and evaluation results of
optical cables of comparative examples.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

The optical cable in accordance with one aspect of the
present invention comprises a coated optical fiber having an
optical fiber which includes a core made of glass and a clad-
ding surrounding the core and a jacket made of a thermoplas-
tic resin, the jacket directly covering the coated optical fiber
while in close contact therewith. In the optical cable, the
optical fiber has the highest modulus of elasticity in materials
constituting the optical cable, a glass diameter of the optical
fiber being at least 30 pm but not more than 200 um while
being 5% or less of a cable diameter of the optical cable. A

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

2

distortion occurring in the optical fiber when bending the
optical cable by 180° is 6% or less.

In the optical cable, the jacket directly covers the coated
optical fiber while in close contact therewith, the glass diam-
eter of the optical fiber is at least 30 um but not more than 200
um while being 5% or less of the cable diameter of the optical
cable, the optical fiber has the highest modulus of elasticity in
the optical cable, and the distortion occurring in the optical
fiber when bending the optical cable by 180° is 6% or less.
Such a structure makes it possible to obtain an optical cable
having a predetermined mechanical characteristic without a
tension member. As a result, the optical fiber is restrained
from breaking even when the optical cable is bent (pinched).
The optical cable has a structure including no tension member
and thus can be made as an inexpensive optical cable.

In the optical cable in accordance with one aspect of the
present invention, 6% of an ES product of the optical cable
represented by a product of Young’s modulus E and cross-
sectional area S of the optical cable may be 50 N or greater.
The breaking strength of the optical cable corresponds to
about 6% ofthe ES product of the whole cable. Therefore, the
optical cable can secure a predetermined tensile strength
when 6% of the ES product of the optical cable is 50 N or
greater.

In the optical cable in accordance with one aspect of the
present invention, an ES product of the optical fiber repre-
sented by a product of Young’s modulus E and cross-sectional
area S of the optical fiber may be not smaller than an ES
product of the jacket represented by a product of Young’s
modulus E and cross-sectional area S of the jacket. This can
restrain transmission loss from increasing at low temperature.

In the optical cable in accordance with one aspect of the
present invention, the optical fiber may have a numerical
aperture NA of 0.20 or greater, while a plurality of such
optical fibers may be arranged on one plane. In this case, even
in a ribbon fiber in which a plurality of optical fibers are
arranged on one plane, the optical fibers are restrained from
breaking.

In the optical cable in accordance with one aspect of the
present invention, a value of flexural rigidity upon bending
the optical cable along an arrangement direction of the plu-
rality of optical fibers may be at least 1 time but less than 2
times a value of flexural rigidity upon bending the optical
cable along a direction orthogonal to the arrangement direc-
tion. This can produce an optical cable which is easy to bend
in any direction. When the plurality of optical fibers constitute
a ribbon fiber, it is a prerequisite that the ribbon fiber should
be attached to the jacket without twisting.

In the optical cable in accordance with one aspect of the
present invention, the jacket may have a modulus of elasticity
01200 MPa or less. This can produce an optical cable having
favorable flexibility.

In the optical cable in accordance with one aspect of the
present invention, an adhesion force between the coated opti-
cal fiber and the jacket may be at least 1 N/cm but not more
than 50 N/cm. This makes it easier to remove the jacket when
processing terminals for attaching the optical cable to a con-
nector, for example.

In the optical cable in accordance with one aspect of the
present invention, the jacket may be transparent. The term
“transparent” used herein means that a sheet processed into a
thickness of 1 mm exhibits a transmittance of 70% or greater
with respect to visible light (having a wavelength of 380 to
780 nm) according to JIS K7361-1.

In the following, preferred embodiments of the present
invention will be explained in detail with reference to the
accompanying drawings. In the explanation, the same con-
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stituents or those having the same functions will be referred to
with the same signs while omitting their repeated descrip-
tions.

First, with reference to FIGS. 1 and 2, an optical cable 1 in
accordance with an embodiment will be explained.

FIG. 1 is a sectional view illustrating the structure of the
optical cable 1 in accordance with the embodiment. This
drawing represents a cross section perpendicular to the center
axis direction of the optical cable 1. As this drawing illus-
trates, the optical cable 1 in accordance with the embodiment
comprises a ribbon optical fiber 10 (coated optical fiber) and
a jacket 20 directly covering the ribbon optical fiber 10. The
optical cable 1 is an optical cable having a tight structure in
which the jacket 20 is brought into close contact with the
ribbon optical fiber 10 without a tension member.

As FIG. 2 illustrates, the ribbon optical fiber 10 is one in
which a plurality of (even number in general, 4 in this
embodiment) optical fibers 30 are arranged one-dimension-
ally in parallel and collectively covered with a tape-like coat
36, so as to be integrated. Preferably, the ribbon optical fiber
10 is arranged on or near the center axis of the optical cable 1.

Each of the optical fibers 30 constituting the ribbon optical
fiber 10 has a core 32 and a cladding 34 surrounding the core
32.

The core 32 is a part for guiding light and has a refractive
index higher than a reflactive index of the cladding 34. The
core 32 and cladding 34 may be constituted by glass, or the
cladding 34 may be constituted by a plastic. An optical fiber
in which both of the core 32 and cladding 34 are made of glass
is referred to as AGF (All Glass Fiber), while an optical fiber
in which the core 32 and cladding 34 are made of glass and a
plastic, respectively, is referred to as HPCF (Hard Plastic
Clad Fiber). The outer diameter of the cladding 34 constitutes
a glass diameter when the optical fiber 30 is the AGF, while
the outer diameter of the core 32 constitutes a glass diameter
when the optical fiber 30 is the HPCF.

When the optical fiber 30 is the AGFE, a primary layer, a
secondary layer, and a color layer may be provided on the
outer periphery of the cladding 34. These layers may be made
of UV-curable resins based on urethane acrylate or urethane
methacrylate, for example. A resin having a lower Young’s
modulus (e.g., several MPa) is used for the primary layer,
while a resin having a higher Young’s modulus (e.g., several
hundred to a thousand and several hundred MPa) is used for
the secondary layer.

When the optical fiber 30 is the HPCF, fluorine-containing
UV-curable resins and the like may be used as a material for
the cladding 34. The primary, secondary, and color layers may
also be arranged on the outer periphery of the cladding 34
when the optical fiber 30 is the HPCF. The color layer may be
arranged even when the primary and secondary layers are not
provided.

As mentioned above, arranging the color layer on the outer
periphery of the cladding 34 makes it easier to identify the
optical fiber 30 to be processed when processing it at a ter-
minal of the optical cable 1, thereby improving workability.

The optical cable 1 is often used around electric home
appliances such as personal computers and TV and thus has a
greater chance of being touched by people. Since the optical
cable 1 may be bent extremely in such a case, it is desired for
the optical fibers 30 to be kept from breaking for a long period
of time even when the optical cable 1 is left bent in excess.

As a countermeasure, reducing the glass diameter of the
optical fiber 30 is effective. From such a viewpoint, the diam-
eter of the glass part (glass diameter) of the optical fiber 30 is
at least 30 um but not greater than 200 pm. By the same
reason, the glass diameter of the optical fiber 30 is 5% or less
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4

of the cable diameter of the optical cable 1. When the AGF
and HPCF are compared with each other, the HPCF can make
the glass diameter smaller on condition that the core diameter
is the same. That is, using the HPCF as the optical fiber 30 is
more preferred in this embodiment.

Returning to FIG. 1, the jacket 20 is constructed substan-
tially cylindrical so as to directly cover the ribbon optical fiber
10 while in close contact therewith. The jacket 20 is consti-
tuted by a thermoplastic resin, specific examples of which
include thermoplastic polyurethane (TPU), polyvinyl chlo-
ride (PVC), fluorine resins (a preferable example of which is
low-melting THV (terpolymer of tetrafluoroethylene,
hexafluoropropylene, and vinylidene fluoride)), and silicone.

Thus, in the optical cable 1, the jacket 20 is arranged
directly above the ribbon optical fiber 10 without reinforce-
ments such as aramid. The optical cable 1 is constructed such
that, in its constituent materials, the optical fiber 30 has the
highest modulus of elasticity and functions as a tension mem-
ber, thereby exhibiting a predetermined mechanical strength
without tension members. Since the optical cable 1 is
equipped with the structure mentioned above, the distortion
occurring in the optical fibers 30 when the optical cable 1 is
bent (pinched) by 180° is 6% or less. The foregoing restrains
the optical fibers from breaking even when the optical cable 1
is bent (pinched). The optical cable 1 has a structure including
no tension member and thus can be made as an inexpensive
optical cable.

Inthe optical cable 1, as illustrated by examples which will
be explained later, 6% of the ES product of the optical cable
represented by the product of Young’s modulus E and cross-
sectional area S of the optical cable 1 is 50 N or greater. The
breaking strength of the optical cable 1 corresponds to about
6% of the ES product of the whole cable. Therefore, the
optical cable 1 can secure a predetermined tensile strength
when 6% of its ES product is 50 N or greater.

In the optical cable 1, the ES product of the optical fibers
represented by the product of Young’s modulus E and cross-
sectional area S of the optical fibers 30 is not smaller than the
ES product of the jacket 20 represented by the product of
Young’s modulus E and cross-sectional area S of the jacket
20. This can restrain transmission loss from increasing at low
temperature (-20° C.).

In the optical cable 1, the optical fiber 30 has a numerical
aperture NA of 0.20 or greater, while a plurality of such
optical fibers 30 are arranged on one plane. Therefore, even in
the ribbon fiber in which a plurality of optical fibers 30 are
arranged on one plane, the optical fibers are restrained from
breaking.

In the optical cable 1, the value of flexural rigidity upon
bending the optical cable 1 along the arrangement direction of
a plurality of optical fibers 30 may be at least 1 time but less
than 2 times the value of flexural rigidity upon bending the
optical cable 1 along a direction orthogonal to the arrange-
ment direction. Such a structure enables the optical cable 1 to
become a ribbon fiber which is easy to bend in any direction.
Here, it is a prerequisite that the ribbon should be attached to
the jacket 20 without twisting.

In the optical cable 1, the jacket 20 has a modulus of
elasticity of 200 MPa or less. This can produce an optical
cable having favorable flexibility.

In the optical cable 1, the adhesion force between the
ribbon optical fiber 10 and the jacket 20 is at least 0.2 N/cm
but not more than 50 N/cm. This makes it easier to remove the
jacket when processing terminals for attaching the optical
cable 1 to a connector, for example.

The above-mentioned optical cable 1 can be made by pre-
paring the ribbon optical fiber 10 by using a conventional
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manufacturing method and extruding a thermoplastic resin
onto the ribbon optical fiber 10 so as to cover the ribbon
optical fiber 10.

The optical cable in accordance with the present invention
is not limited to the above-mentioned embodiment but can be
modified in various ways. For instance, while the optical
cable 1 in accordance with the above-mentioned embodiment
illustrates an example using four optical fibers, the optical
cable 1 may have a single optical fiber.

In the optical cable 1, the jacket 20 may be constructed so
as to become transparent. The term “transparent” used herein
means that a sheet processed into a thickness of 1 mm exhibits
a transmittance of 70% or greater with respect to visible light
(having a wavelength of 380 to 780 nm) according to JIS
K7361-1. In this case, the optical cable becomes transparent
and thus does not stand out much at the time of wiring and is
excellent in appearance.

EXAMPLES

Examples using the optical cable 1 of the above-mentioned
embodiment and comparative examples using optical cables
having the same basic structure as that of the optical cable 1
but with different structural conditions will now be explained.
FIG. 3 is a chart listing structures and evaluation results of the
optical cables of the examples, while FIG. 4 is a chart listing
structures and evaluation results of the optical cables of the
comparative examples. Here, Example 4 is provided with a
single optical fiber 30.

FIGS. 3 and 4 list the glass diameter (um), optical fiber
structure, optical fiber NA (numerical aperture), number of
cores, ribbon fiber, jacket material, modulus of elasticity of
the jacket (MPa), modulus of elasticity of the optical fiber
(GPa), cable outer diameter (mm), glass diameter/cable
diameter (%), ES product of the optical fiber (N), ES product
of the jacket (N), ES product E of the whole cable (N), ES
product E of the whole cablex6%, tensile breaking strength
(N) (measured value), maximum cable flexural rigidity value
A (MPa), minimum cable flexural rigidity value 1 (MPa),
flexural rigidity ratio A/, adhesion force between the fiber
and jacket (N), whether pinch breakage exists or not, and
low-temperature loss increase (-20° C.) (dB/10 m) for each
of the examples and comparative examples.

In the row of the optical fiber structure, “HPCF” indicates
anoptical fiber whose core and cladding are made of glass and
a plastic, respectively, while “GLASS” indicates the AGF,
i.e., an optical fiber in which both of the core and cladding are
made of glass. The number of cores indicates the number of
optical fibers included. The ribbon fiber indicates whether the
coated optical fiber is a ribbon optical fiber (represented by T
in the charts) or a single coated fiber (represented by S in the
charts) instead of the ribbon. The maximum cable flexural
rigidity value A (MPa) is the flexural rigidity upon bending
the cable along the arrangement direction of the ribbon, while
the minimum cable flexural rigidity value I (MPa) is the
flexural rigidity upon bending the cable perpendicular to the
arrangement direction of the ribbon.

In each of the optical cables of Examples 1 to 5, as can be
seen from the examples illustrated in FIG. 3, the optical fiber
had the highest modulus of elasticity in the materials consti-
tuting the optical cable, the glass diameter fell within the
range of 30 to 200 pm, the numerical aperture NA of the
optical fiber was 0.2 or greater, the modulus of elasticity of the
jacketwas 200 MPa or less, the glass diameter/cable diameter
was 5% or less, the tensile breaking strength (as well as 6% of
the ES product of the whole optical cable) was SON or greater,
the ES product of the optical fiber was not smaller than the ES
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product of the jacket, and the flexural rigidity ratio A/l was
within the range of 1 to 2, preferably 1.6 or less.

Each of the optical cables of Examples 1 to 5 was substan-
tially free of breakage upon pinching for 1 min (pinch break-
age) and practically unproblematic and had the adhesion
force between the fiber and jacket falling in a preferred range
of' 1 to 50 N and the low-temperature loss increase (the dif-
ference between the transmission loss in signals propagating
through the optical cable placed for 2 hr at -20° C. and the
transmission loss at 25° C.) falling in a preferred range of 1
dB/10 m or less. Here, the pinch means bending the optical
cable by 180°.

By contrast, as can be seen from the comparative examples
illustrated in FIG. 4, the pinch breakage occurred in Com-
parative Example 1 in which the glass diameter/cable diam-
eter was greater than 5%. Since Comparative Examples 2 and
3 had the adhesion force between the fiber and jacket outside
of the preferred range of 1 to 50 N, the unity between the
jacket and fiber was so weak in Comparative Example 2 that
the fiber failed to function as a tension member when the
jacket was held at the cable terminal, whereby connectors fell
out under a weak pulling tension of about 10 N, while the
unity between the jacket and fiber was so strong in Compara-
tive Example 3 that the jacket could not be removed. In
Comparative Example 1, All which was the ratio of the maxi-
mum value to minimum value of the cable flexural rigidity
exceeded 1.6, so that the optical fibers broke when pinching
the cable depending on the cable bending direction, whereby
its anisotropy was unfavorable.

In Comparative Example 4 in which the modulus of elas-
ticity of the jacket was greater than 200 N delimiting the
favorable range while the ES product of the optical fiber was
smaller than the ES product of the jacket, the low-temperature
loss increase (=20° C.) was as much as 5 dB/10 m. In Com-
parative Example 5 in which the ES product of the optical
fiber was smaller than the ES product of the jacket, the low-
temperature loss increase (-20° C.) was as much as 1.2 dB/10
m. Since the ES product of the whole cable (tensile breaking
strength) was small, Comparative Example 5 broke at 30 N
when subjecting it to a load of 50 N for 1 min in the tensile
test.

What is claimed is:

1. An optical cable comprising:

a coated optical fiber having an optical fiber which includes

a core made of glass and a cladding surrounding the
core; and

a jacket made of a thermoplastic resin, the jacket directly

covering the coated optical fiber while in close contact
therewith;

wherein the optical fiber has the highest modulus of elas-

ticity in materials constituting the optical cable, a glass
diameter of the optical fiber being at least 30 um but not
more than 200 pm while being 5% or less of a cable
diameter of the optical cable; and

wherein a distortion occurring in the optical fiber when

bending the optical cable by 180° is 6% or less.

2. The optical cable according to claim 1, wherein 6% of an
ES product of the optical cable represented by a product of
Young’s modulus E and cross-sectional area S of the optical
cable is 50 N or greater.

3. The optical cable according to claim 1, wherein an ES
product of the optical fiber represented by a product of
Young’s modulus E and cross-sectional area S of the optical
fiber is not smaller than an ES product of the jacket repre-
sented by a product of Young’s modulus E and cross-sectional
area S of the jacket.
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4. The optical cable according to claim 1, wherein the
optical fiber has a numerical aperture NA of 0.20 or greater; a
plurality of such optical fibers being arranged on one plane.

5. The optical cable according to claim 4, wherein a value
of flexural rigidity upon bending the optical cable along an 5
arrangement direction of the plurality of optical fibers is at
least 1 time but less than 2 times a value of flexural rigidity
upon bending the optical cable along a direction orthogonal to
the arrangement direction.

6. The optical cable according to claim 1, wherein the 10
jacket has a modulus of elasticity of 200 MPa or less.

7. The optical cable according to claim 1, wherein an
adhesion force between the coated optical fiber and the jacket
is at least 1 N/cm but not more than 50 N/cm.

8. The optical cable according to claim 1, wherein the 15
jacket is transparent.

9. The optical cable according to claim 1, wherein the
number of the optical fiber is one.

10. The optical cable according to claim 1, wherein the
number of the optical fiber is more than one. 20
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